
UUpdate March 13, 2020

The Week Ahead

Saturday, March 14
11:00am Djembe Drumming lessons (W) 11am-12pm
Sunday, March 15

Worship Service, Religious Education CANCELLED

Corona-virus updates on Website at
 https://uufn.org/corona-virus-update-page-uufn-newark-

delaware/

UUFN choir practice is  
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Upcoming Service  s  

LIVE SERVICE CANCELLED
March 15 – “Will the fifth UU principle survive?”
Kip King 
The fifth principle expresses our use and support of the 
democratic process.  At times, democracy has failed in America.
What caused those failures?  What can we as UUs do to support 
a democratic process?  How did we become democratic in the 
first place?

https://uufn.org/corona-virus-update-page-uufn-newark-delaware/
https://uufn.org/corona-virus-update-page-uufn-newark-delaware/
https://uufn.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/
https://uufn.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/


Share the plate   -    League of Women Voters   of NCCo  
The League of Women Voters of NCCo, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages informed and active participation in
government, works to increase understanding of major public

policy issues and influences public policy through education and
advocacy. 

March is women’s history month, and 2020 marks the 100th
anniversary of the 19th amendment.

Thursday, March 19, 2020     
Pledge Palooza Cancelled

  Pledge in March

In light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak and in an ef-
fort to slow its spread and protect our UUFN community we are 
cancelling the Pledge Palooza. It will not be rescheduled. Please 
check out online pledging on our UUFN website at 
http://www.uufn.org/pledge-page  We very much appreciate 
your support of UUFN and we hope to achieve 100% of pledg-
ing by the end of March. 

Kind Regards & Well Wishes, 
The Stewardship Team! 

https://uufn.org/pledge-page
http://www.uufn.org/pledge-page
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https://my.lwv.org/delaware/new-castle-county
https://uufn.org/share-the-plate/
http://uufn.org/pledge-page


March 13th Message from the UUFN Board

Dear UUFN community,
Your UUFN Board of Directors is reaching out to you in this 
unsettling time of uncertainty because of the COVID-19 
conditions here in Newark, Delaware. As you may know, there 
have been several confirmed cases right here in Newark and 
Governor Carney recently declared a State of Emergency.

With an abundance of caution and wishes for the best health for
everyone,  we are suspending all gatherings of more than 25
people at the UUFN, at least until Friday, March 27, 2020 at
the earliest. This action conforms with both Center for Disease
Control  (CDC) and Unitarian Universalist  Association  (UUA)
recommendations.   This  means  all  worship  services  and
religious education classes are postponed or cancelled for the
time being. Small groups may choose to meet at their discretion.
We will keep you informed of our future plans.

Know this: UUFN is not closed.  Our community is caring and
alive.   We are not  bound by brick and mortar  walls.   Please
reach  out  and  care  for  each  other  as  often  as  possible.  Rev.
Donald Garrett and your pastoral care providers are available for
pastoral  care  and  conversations.  Rev.  Don  will  continue  the
many facets of ministry that serve our congregation.  You can
reach him by email at minister@uufn.org. 

We  also  want  you  to  know  that  we  intend  to  pay  our  staff
through this time as they work in the office or remotely. We will
also  coordinate  with  the  Willa  Road  Children's  Center.  Fahs
Hall is currently off-limits for the UUFN community. 

And today,  PLEASE go  online  (https://uufn.org/pledge-page/)
and make your annual stewardship pledge!!! We need you more
than ever.  Also, on Sundays as a spiritual practice, please visit

mailto:minister@uufn.org
https://www.uua.org/pressroom/press-releases/updated-recommendations-your-congregations-response-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


our  website  and  make  a  Sunday  donation.  Your  generosity
strengthens our congregation and provides crucial support at a
time when we are called to live into our Seventh Principle: that
we are indeed a part of the interdependent web of all existence.

The Communications Team and the Board will be working on
ways that our community may connect with each other online
during this  time with,  for  example,  Zoom meetings or  online
streaming of  sermons,  messages,  etc.  It's  a  work in  progress.
Please check our website for updates. 

Feel  free  to  email  questions  or  concerns  to
president@uufn.org.

In Fellowship, Your UUFN Board

Panera Canceled For the next two Wednesdays 
The regular Wednesday Morning Panera Group will not meet. We 
hope to see you all again on April 1st… we're not joking!

This Workshop may go forward using Zoom Meeting
Stay tuned!

Workshop on Adopting the Eighth Principle
Saturday, March 21, 2020 from 9:30am-2:30pm
As a step toward the UUFN considering adoption of the 8th 
Principle there will be a workshop on Saturday, 03/21/2020 
from 9:30am-2:30pm led by Kecia McMillian. To RSVP or 
ask questions please contact John Pesek at pesek@udel.edu. 

mailto:president@uufn.org
mailto:pesek@udel.edu
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As a result of a hiring controversy over a high level position 
in the UUA an 8th Principle has been proposed for adoption 
by the UUA which reads as:

“We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm and promote: journeying 
toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse 
multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that 
accountably dismantle racism and other oppressions in 
ourselves and our institutions.”

Along with working to have the UUA adopt the principle, the 
proposers are asking the member congregations to adopt* the 
principle themselves.

*The procedure for adopting a principle or other position is laid 
out on our website www.uufn.org. To see it, open the Justice 
Menu and click on Taking a Stand.

Green Sanctuary Team (GST) Note

Being Green is important, but being careful is more important.  
GST will immediately suspend the recycle help we have been 
making for members.  We also suspend the magazine 
exchange, please don’t bring more to UUFN.  We will not take 
more to Delaware Solid Waste until the state changes. (DSWA, 
see link below.)  At home, please continue curbside recycle, 
but when in doubt, throw it out.  Garbage and trash in the 
recycle can cause and entire truck load to be sent to landfill.  
And, it takes human eyes to spot trash and plastic bags in the 
recycle and remove it.  Your eyes are best when you take it out 
of the house and does not put workers at risk.  If you have a spot
to save batteries and electronics, these are especially important

https://uufn.org/social-justice/taking-a-stand/
https://uufn.org/social-justice/taking-a-stand/


to recycle and not put in the environment.  While it is important 
to keep UUFN as clean as possible, if you notice people have 
thrown recyclables into trash, let it go. Don't sort stuff. 
Thanks for all your efforts.

RE Happenings

HELP NEEDED!  Several of our most experienced teachers 
will be moving out of town shortly. While we are happy for their
new life experiences we are in a serious bind for elementary 
teachers next year.  Please let Andrea know if you have any in-
terest in working with our elementary children. We can arrange 
for you to help out for the remainder of the year and get a sense 
of what is involved. Thank you for stepping up to this challenge.

The great participation we are getting in the Greta's Friends pro-
gram is showing our commitment to the 7th principle. If you 
haven't had a chance to check this out yet feel free to join at any 
time. There are two sessions 10:30a and 11:45a.  Feel free to 
come to either one or both! Upcoming schedule:
March 15th - getting to know our UUFN woods (Check with
 socialjustice@uufn.org to confirm whether this will happen 
on this date.)
April 26th - good guys and bad guys
Saturday, May 2nd 9a-noon - the Big Event with UD students

   This Workshop may go forward using Zoom Meeting
Stay tuned!

mailto:socialjustice@uufn.org


            Workshop on Adopting the Eighth Principle
         Saturday, March 21, 2020 from 9:30am-2:30pm

As a step toward the UUFN considering adoption of the 8th
Principle there will be a workshop on Saturday, 03/21/2020
from 9:30am-2:30pm led by Kecia McMillian. To RSVP or

ask questions please contact John Pesek at pesek@udel.edu. 

As a result of a hiring controversy over a high level position
in the UUA an 8th Principle has been proposed for adoption

by the UUA which reads as:

“We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm and promote: journeying 
toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse 
multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that 
accountably dismantle racism and other oppressions in 
ourselves and our institutions.”

Along with working to have the UUA adopt the principle, the 
proposers are asking the member congregations to adopt* the 
principle themselves.

*The procedure for adopting a principle or other position is laid 
out on our website www.uufn.org. To see it, open the Justice 
Menu and click on Taking a Stand.

Leadership — It is for You!

Feed your soul AND your body AND the UUFN all at once! 
Leadership Development Committee is sponsoring a lovely, 
catered luncheon on March 29th for folks interested in finding
out what it's like to lead at UUFN. Hear what board meetings are
like first hand! You will also learn what the responsibilities are 
for communication with our congregation. Board members will 
be there to answer your questions and share their experiences. 

https://uufn.org/social-justice/taking-a-stand/
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Childcare will be provided. Please register by March 7 by 
email to  jeff.ramberg@gmail.com.

May 17th - Spring Congregational Meeting - exercise your
rights and fulfill your responsibility to vote on budget and new

board positions at this important meeting. 
Contact Programs@UUFN.org for more information! 

Rachael Coffey,  Program Coordinator 

Open Chalice Circle  -  Mon. March 23   7-9pm  - “Wisdom”
Chalice Circles are a great way to foster spiritual growth as well 
as an opportunity to get to know people at a very deep level in a 
very short period of time. All circles run under a covenant that 
includes confidentiality, uninterrupted listening and respect for 
all points of view. If you did not sign up for a Chalice Circle this
year but are interested in attending one on an either regular or 
irregular basis, please consider attending an Open Chalice 
Circle. To RSVP, please send mail to chalicecircles@uufn.org 
by Sun., March 22, and you will be sent the materials for this 
month’s theme. You are also welcome to come without 
RSVPing, but in that case, please be sure to be on time. All open
circles meet Monday evenings from 7 to 9. The dates and 
themes are:

Open Chalice Circle Schedule
Date Theme
March 23, 2020 Wisdom
April 27, 2020 Liberation

mailto:jeff.ramberg@gmail.com


May 18, 2020 Threshold
June 15, 2020 Play

UUFN Lunch Bunch – March 17, 12:00pm
The Lunch Bunch will meet this week at Ted's
Montana Grill at the Christiana Fashion Center on
Tuesday March 17th at 12:30. Contact Barbara Jezl
for reservations and information on ridesharing. (We still are 
hoping to go to the Food Bank in May. Contact Emily Van 
Vlack if you want to see that happen!)

This Workshop may go forward using Zoom Meeting
Stay tuned!

Stop the Bleed – Thursday evening, 6 p.m. on April 2nd, 
and Saturday, April 4th at 9 a.m. The Safety Committee is 
sponsoring, hands-on educational programs, on Stop-the-Bleed, 
presented by a member of  the Delaware Medical Reserve Corp  
Each program is two hours long, with food provided at each 
event starting 30 minutes prior to each presentation.
The program is a national effort, initiated by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, to prepare lay persons to 
provide assistance to those having bleeding crisises until first 
responders arrive. Please save a date on your calendar, should 
you wish to attend. A sign-up sheet will be collected in March 
after service, to enable the Safety Committee to plan 
appropriately.  Barbara Ward  spotward89@comcast.net  (302) 
367-5768

mailto:spotward89@comcast.net


UUnique Magical Creatures 2020 Service Auction
UUFN Auction Committee in search of UUnique Magical 
Creatures for fun and fund raising on May 2. What's your 
magic? We need EVERYONE's magic to make our UUnique 
Magical Creatures Service Auction a success. We can even use a
Blast-ended SkrUUwt to repel naysayers and BanshUUs! 
What's your magic? 
Driving: Chauffer service; Driving lessons; Carriage ride to the 
ball
Escaping: Escape Room adventure; "Escape from Alcatraz" 
movie night; Houdini's Birthday party
Farting Fire: Party (lessons?) for boys; Video session for 
UUFN's Funniest Home Videos
Fertility: Check Bluebird of Happiness nest boxes; Financial 
plan for increasing wealth; Pet baby animals at the farm or zoo; 
Hamster or bunny sitting
Fixing: Cars; Drywall; Appliances; Lessons for dummies
Flying: Balloon/plane/helicopter trip; Bungee jumping; A Peter 
Pan evening
Gaming: Game night for kids; D&D Adventure; Game night for 
adults
Gardening: Design consultation; A day of weeding; Visit to a 
nearby garden

https://form.jotform.com/blue.phrog/uufn-2020-service-auction-donation-
https://form.jotform.com/blue.phrog/latest-catalog-and-events-for-2020-


Granting wishes: Gal Friday for a day; Help with anything 
(chores, shopping, rides, etc)

To Donate a Service, Use Button Above 

Need New member for Leadership Development Committee 
The Leadership Development Committee is looking for a new 
member. It's a two year term beginning in July to develop, assist,
and recruit leaders for our congregation. Join Jeff Ramberg, Deb
Morris, Karen Barker, and Ingrid Landers Anderson in 
furthering this process. We meet once a month. Contact Deb 
Morris at 443-907-2246 or morrisd@udel.edu.

Labyrinth Team Helpers!
Walking the labyrinth is a lovely way to relax, meditate and find
peace. Would you like to help? Being a member of the 
Labyrinth Guild means that you are willing to help set up, host 
and/or take down the UUFN Labyrinth at least once per year. 
Contact Karen Barker or email labyrinth@uufn.org for more in-
formation or to join the Labyrinth Guild.

Property Committee

Help Wanted   While there have been two congregational 
gatherings to address the needs of the fellowship, there are still 
several items to be done. Is there one that you can do or help 
with? If so, please email property@uufn.org with your info and 
Property will contact you.
1) Shampoo carpets in various areas
2) Mackinnon Kitchen stripped & polished
3) Recarpeting & replacing vinyl planking
4) Replace 1 pathway light near Fellowship Hall 

mailto:property@uufn.org
mailto:morrisd@udel.edu


Scope of work, tools & schedule to be discussed via email or 
direct communication.) 
Property is also seeking a volunteer willing to assist with 
documenting, filing board reports and taking Property meeting 
minutes (available Wednesday nights, bi-monthly). Please reach 
out; we would be happy to hear from you. property@uufn.org 

UUA General Assembly 2020
UUA GA Providence, RI | June 24-28, 2020

General Assembly (GA) is an unforgettable experience for thou-
sands of Unitarian Universalists and partners, who leave with a 
renewed sense of energy, inspiration, and innovative ideas to 
take back to their congregations and communities. GA is power-
ful, because of the ways we connect with each other and share 
our values. There we will worship, learn, witness, and make de-
cisions together.
Registration is now open at uua.org/ga. Full-time registration is 
now $400 for adults, $240 for high school youth, and $150 for 
off-site registrants. Register by March 15 for the lowest rate. 
Rates will increase on March 16 and again on May 1.
The UUA is committed to the goal of making GA accessible to 
as many attendees as possible. Go to uua.org/ga to learn about 
scholarships to support participation, particularly of those from 
marginalized groups and volunteer opportunities (work in ex-
change for registration). 

Pre-General Assembly Timeline:

mailto:property@uufn.org


Date Time Action/event
Friday, November 01, 2019 GA Registration opens

Saturday, February 01, 2020 5:00 PM Congregatiton certification closes
Saturday, February 29, 2020 Early-bird payment due 

Monday, March 02, 2020 9:00 AM Housing applications open
Monday, March 02, 2020 Scholarship applications open
Monday, March 02, 2020 Volunteer applications open
Sunday, March 15, 2020 Early-bird registration closes ($400/adult)
Monday, March 16, 2020 Early registration opens ($500/adult)
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 Scholarship applications close
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 Volunteer applications close
Saturday, April 25, 2020 Scholarship application notifications mailed
Saturday, April 25, 2020 Volunteer application notifications mailed
Thursday, April 30, 2020 Early registration closes

Friday, May 01, 2020 Registration opens ($525/adult)
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 12:00 PM Congregations begin gathering
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