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Dedication 

To my dear friend, Jean, who led me to 
the Unitarian Fellowship of Newark in 1962, 
and again more than twenty years later. 



Author's Notes 

Many people helped contribute to this 
history. Among them are those who served as 
historians for the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Newark: Peg Hoffmann, Lee 
Smucker, Louise Keeney, and Warren and 
Vivian Davies. 

Karen Barker conducted a dozen 
interviews and arranged for them to be 
transcribed. The Davies, Peg Hoffmann, 
Helen St. Clair, the Klevans and Karen 
Barker read the draft and made many helpful 
corrections and suggestions. Many other 
members of the fellowship also answered 
questions and provided pictures. 

They have already been mentioned, but a 
special 11thank you" goes to Warren and 
Vivian Davies for their always cheerful and 
prompt responses to such requests as 11the 
information on the first decade again, 
please" or 11the Mustard Seed from June 1962n 
or the correct spelling of someone's name. 
Getting to know them has been a bonus for me 
during the writing of this history. 

Traditionally, Unitarians don't like to 
ask for money. Fortunately for me, I didn't 
have to do that to pay for the printing of 
this history; the Davies and my husband 
offered to underwrite the cost of publishing 
the book without even being asked. My 
thanks for their faith that it would be 
worth the expense. 

August 2005 
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In the Beginning 

About twelve members of the Wilmington 
Unitarian Church who lived in the Newark 
area met in the fall of 1953 to form a 
Newark dinner-discussion group. Membership 
in the group almost tripled within a year 
and the following year there were two Newark 
discussion groups. At several meetings the 
possibility of forming a Newark fellowship 
was discussed informally. 

On June 13, 1955 The Rev. John 
MacKinnon of the Wilmington church met with 
a steering committee which he had appointed 
to discuss the possibility further. Dr. 
Ernest s. Barrett served as the chairman of 
the committee and other members were 
Jeannette Thoroughgood, Elsie Nelson, George 
Collins, Curtis Dell, Kenneth Lambert, 
Richard Lottman and Michael Manheim. The 
new group decided to function as a branch of 
the Wilmington church rather than as a 
separate fellowship, and recommended a 
tentative budget of $675. Both decisions 
were approved by the Board of Trustees of 
the Wilmington church. 

Three subsequent committee meetings 
were held before the general organizational 
meeting on October 2. At these meetings it 
was decided that services could be held 
initially in the Main Street building owned 
by the public school system, and Michael 
Manheim was appointed chairman for 
arrangements. Elsie Nelson was appointed 
chairman for religious education and eight 
teachers were appointed for the Sunday 
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The Rev. John MacKinnon 

School. Although a long distance telephone 
hook-up for communicating the Wilmington 
service to Newark was considered, it was 
decided that Newprk services would be 
conducted by lay members with the ser.mon by 
Mr. MacKinnon via tape recorder. Sometimes 
the music in Wilmington was also recorded 
from rehearsals, and when Mr. MacKinnon was 
away members of the Newark group began to 
fill in themselves or got a guest speaker. 

On October 2, 1955 about forty-five 
people attended the organizational meeting 
in the Newark Main Street school building. 
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TI-TE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
-."ITIJ.IiiNGT 011 ~ DELAWARE 

Announces the opening of 
U rJJT ;\f\J;-\l'J C}-JUf\C}-J 5£ I\YJC£5 

AND 

;\ UrlJT;\I\J;-\l'J C}-JUI\CJ-J SC~JOOL 
l'Jewark., Delaware 

AT 11:00 A. M. ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1955 

Church Services will be held in the Main Street School Building, 83 Main Street, on 
October 9, 1955 at 11:00 A. M. and each Sunday morning thereafter. You are cordially 
invited to attend and to bring your friends. 

You are also cordially invited to enroll your children in our Church School which will. 
meet each Sunday morning at eleven o'clock in the Odd Fellow's Buildihg (next to the 
Methodist Church) and in the Main Street School Building. Children ten ysars of age 
and younger will meet in the Odd Fellow's Building, children from eleven to fourteen 
·,vill meet in the Main Street School Building. 

STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE NEWARK BRANCH 



The following Sunday, October 9, 1955, 
the first church service was held in the 
Main Street building and the fifth, sixth 
and junior high classes of the Sunday School 
met in the same building. The nursery, 
kindergarten and two elementary classes were 
held in the Odd Fellows Building, also on 
Main Street. 

Late in October the Steering Committee 
met again to evaluate the first three 
services. There had been some organizational 
problems and there seemed to be a need for a 
friendlier atmosphere for guests and a 
coffee hour following the service. The 
problem of a suitable permanent meeting 
place remained. The Newark members who had 
attended the first three services had 
contributed almost enough to cover the first 
year's budget of $675. 

By the end of 1955 a Building Committee 
had been appointed to look into finding a 
pennanent home for the branch church. 
Richard Lottman chaired the committee which 
included Richard Hamlin, Georgia Clower and 
John Ingraham. Arnold Goldsborough, a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Wilmington Church, also served. The 
committee was charged with deciding on the 
type of building needed as well as how much 
money could be raised for a down payment and 
whether operating expenses could be covered 
by the local group. 

In December of 1955 Vol. 1, No. 1 of 
the newsletter of the Newark Branch, 
Wilmington Unitarian Church, was published. 
Its purpose was defined as "an attempt to 
keep members and friends of the Newark 
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Branch Church informed of the over-all 
operations of the local branch." The lead 
article detailed plans for a #special family 
holiday service and fellowship hour" to be 
held on December 23 in the Brookside 
Community Center. The next issue reported 
that a total of about 80 adults and children 
attended the holiday service. 

The group continued to meet and the 
first Congregational Meeting was held on 
February 1, 1956. Discussion centered 
around the need for improvement in services, 
including better continuity, music and 
variety. At this time average Sunday School 
attendance was 26. 

On March 11 the first Annual Meeting 
was held with 19 members present. Richard 
Lottman was elected president, with a 
Steering Committee of Jeanette Thoroughgood, 
Richard Barnes, George Collins, Curtis Dell, 
Richard Hamlin, Kenneth Lambert, William 
Moore, and Edward Radford to serve for one 
year. 

The congregation had started with 24 
members, which had increased to 39 from 22 
families; 24 had been members of the 
Wilmington church. Sunday School attendance 
was 25 to 35, with five or six teachers and 
church attendance averaged 30. The Rev. 
MacKinnon suggested various alternatives for 
the future: continue as a branch of the 
Wilmington church or become a fellowship 
and/or hire a minister either alone or with 
a group meeting in West Chester. The 
decision had been made to improve the music 
system and a Building Committee had been 
appointed. 
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On January 27, 1957 the second 
Congregational Meeting was held in the 
Brookside Elementary School Annex where 
church services and Sunday School were now 
being held. The 19 people present elected 
Edward Radford chair.man. The main issue was 
the decrease in attendance during the year 
and why visitors did not continue to attend. 
Format of services, whether to take a stand 
on social issues, and a permanent home were 
all discussed. On March 31 the first 
dedications of children were performed by 
Rev. John MacKinnon. 

By September of 1957 the newsletter had 
been named The Mustard Seed and was called 
''A monthly newsletter from the Newark 
Unitarian Church." Also during 1957 the 
congregation decided to discontinue upassing 
the plate" but to leave it in a conspicuous 
place. Meetings had been moved to the 
Medill School on the Kirkwood Highway, where 
the 1958 Congregational Meeting was held on 
January 26 and by-laws were adopted. The 
Attorney General of the State of Delaware 
then ruled that church groups could not use 
public schools because of the need for 
church-state separation, so another move had 
to be made after February 14, 1958. 

A number of options were being 
considered at this time for a permanent 
home: renting or buying an existing house 
or building, purchasing property and 
building a house until the group was large 
enough to build a church, or obtaining a 
long-term lease on the London Britain 
Friends Meeting property across the state 
line on Route 896 in Pennsylvania. In the 
meantime the group met at Allen Duff's home 
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UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP OF NEWAJU<, DEL. 

DEDICATION OF CHILDREN 

On 3/31/57 by Rev. John MacKinnon 
Gary Santmyers, Arthur Craig, and Gregory Alan, children of 

Curtis and Blanche Dell 
Karen, daughter of Edward and Nettie Radford 

On 4/13/58 by Rev. John MacKinnon 
Jonathan Anderson, son of James and Geraldine Fields 
James Mark, son of L. Michael and Martha Manheim 

On 12/7/58 by Rev. John MacKinnon 
Jacalyn Vaughn, daughter of James and Jane Clower 
Martha, daughter of Curtis and Blanche Dell 
Barbara Lynn, Lawrence Scott, Eric Bruce, and Stephen Kurt, 

children of Richard and Lillian Peterson 

On 5/20/62 by Rev. Charles Phillips 
Mary Lynn, daughter of Judy and Larry Klevans 
Peter, Frederick, and Kendrick, sons of Mr. & Mrs. Carl Johnson 
Carla Laurie, daughter of Richard and Lillian Peterson 
Stephen, Raymond, Carol, David, and Ellen, children of William 

and Sybil Severance 

On 6/16/63 by Rev. Tharald Olafson 
Robert March and Elizabeth Susan, children of James and 

Geraldine Fields 
Jennie ~~n, daughter of Judy and Larry Klevans 

On 3/29/64 by Rev. W. E. Collier 
Barbara Jeanne, daughter of Judy and Larry Klevans 
David and Philip, sons of Paul and Connie Burbutis 
Abigail Cathryn, daughter of Bradford and Helen Brown 
Stephen Bigelow and Charlotte Faine, children of Bigelow and 

P.nne cushman 
Kenneth Martin, Daniel Leslie, and Andrew Howard, sons of 

Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Tripp 
Ruth Josephine, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Rademaker 

on 6/6/65 by Rev. Edwin A. Lane 
Margery Ellen, daughter of Earl and Helen Christensen 
Oliver Fiske, son of Bradford and Helen Brown 
Lynne Louise, Lawrence A. Jr., and Terrence P., children of 

Lawrence and Maybelle Cescon 

On 6/5/66 by Rev. Hax Daskam 
Elizabeth Russel, David Robert, and Bruce Willson, children of 

Gordon and Barbara Bonner 
Richard Lee, son of Judy and Larry Klevans 
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on Indian Road in Newark. Curt Dell noted 
later that 11We were one of the few churches 
that had their own swimming pool." 

In early 1958 under the title ~~Ladies 
hold Council of War", the Mustard Seed 
carried an article about a meeting of nine 
women of the church at the Hermanns', called 
by Katie Hermann and Mary Elizabeth Cashel 
to discuss the 11housing problem". Over 
sandwiches the women exchanged ideas and 
suggested sites. Although no decisions were 
reached, according to the Mustard Seed 
article, 11we all came away knowing one 
another better. Perhaps the seed for a 
Womens Alliance has been sown." The group 
continued to meet. 

The Annual Meeting was held at the 
Duffs' in April of 1958 and Dr. Ned Hermann 
was elected chairman. Other Steering 
Committee members were secretary Elsie 
Nelson and treasurer Warren Davies, as well 
as Wilmer Aist, Mary Elizabeth Cashel and 
Wendell Olson. Three additional members 
were chosen by the chairman: John Moomaw, Ed 
Hoffmann, and Phyllis Olson. At that 
meeting it was announced that the Unitarian 
Fellowship of Newark, Delaware, had been 
officially sanctioned by the American 
Unitarian Association as of April 8, 1958. 
The next step was to obtain a certificate of 
incorporation from the State of Delaware. 

At the August Steering Committee 
meeting the chairman announced that real tor 
Hugh Gallagher was building a split level 
house with a large family room which could 
be used for church services. The house on 
Sypherd Drive in Oaklands was expected to be 

-8-



finished in September and available for $125 
per month rent. 

The House on Sypherd Drive 

Church began to be held in the Sypherd 
Drive house in September of 1958 and the 
first Congregational Meeting of the official 
Newark Fellowship was held there on October 
12, 1958. The Sunday School met upstairs 
and was sometimes referred to by those at 
services in the large family roam downstairs 
as "the patter of little feet" and sometimes 
as "the thundering herd." The Mustard Seed 
was mimeographed on a board over the 
bathtub, and there was "ink all over the 
place." 

-9-



In the January 1959 Mustard Seed the 
treasurer announced that 17 pledge forms of 
the 32 sent out had been received toward the 
annual budget of $2335. New hymnals and 
sixteen new chairs had been ordered to meet 
the needs of the increasing membership and 
a purple piano, donated by the Davies, made 
a colorful addition to Sunday services. 
There were only ten members present at the 
April 1959 Annual Meeting, chaired by Ned 
Hermann. Total membership was now 49, and 
there were 58 Sunday School children. 
Attendance at services had grown from 20 the 
previous year to more than 30, with as many 
as 60 on special occasions. Dr. Hermann was 
reelected chairman and there was much 
discussion of housekeeping problems. 

The following fall George Collins, the 
piano player, moved from the area and the 
search for a new pianist began. It was a 
year before new piano players were 
identified. Georgia Clower is remembered 
fondly by many who attended in the early 
1960s, not only as a piano player, but also 
as an especially welcoming member of the 
congregation. 

In a special Congregational Meeting in 
October of 1959 it was decided that the 
fellowship should incorporate and that the 
current Executive Committee members would 
serve as the officers of the corporation. 

During this time the Women's Alliance 
continued to meet and elected Ermine 
Lottman, president, Katie Hermann, vice
president, Jeanne Jewell, secretary, and 
Georgia Clower, treasurer. The group agreed 
upon the following goals: 0 tO help as a 
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~ 
10/9/55 

10/23/?5 
10/30/55 
3/ 4/56 
3/ 4/56 
3/11/56 
4/22/56 

UNITARIAN FELLO\~SHIP QE ~' DELAWARE: 

~ .9£: ~lEMBER§ 

NAME 

Dr. & Yws. E. s. Barratt ) 
Mrs. Clarence B. Brown, Jr. ~) 
Dr. & Mrs. James I. Clower 
James M. Clower 
Mr; ! Mrs. Warren Davies ) 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis G. Dell ) 
Mr. & Mrs. Hans Gyorgy ) 
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Ingraham ·) 
Mrs. K. c. Lambert ) 
Mr. & Mrs. R. N. Loftman ) 
Mr. L. M. Manheim 
Mr. William E. Moore 
Uw. & Mrs. David Ao Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs • Ward A. Southard 
Iniss Jeanette Thoroughgood . ·-~·.... . 
Mr. George F. Collins 

~ 
. ) 
) 

From First Unitarian Church 
of Wilmington 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward P. Radford, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Go Barnes 
Dr. & Mrs, Joseph R. ~n 
Mr. & Mrs, Richard G. Hamlin 
Artemis Mavromatis 
Mr. & Mrs.- John aeL. Moomaw and Christopher 
Clifford J, Brown & Dorothy L •. Brown 
Badri B. Chelabi 

10/ 7/56 Mr. & Mrs ~nis L. Claude, Jr. 
2/17/57 Mr. & M:re- :~~ymo:cd Cashe l 
2/24/57 Mr. & Mrs, Edward c. Barmann 
3/ 7/57 . Mrs. Mary. A. Blough. ..... 

3/ 2/58 
6/ 8/58 
6/ 8/58 

1/18/59 

3/13/60 
5/29/60 

·---------------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. Albert s. Walton 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Otto 
Wilmer F. Aist 

Jeanne 0. Jewell and James G. Jewell 

Mr, & Mrs, Bradford S. Brown 
Mr • & l~s. Raymond E, Hollis and Karen E. 
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woman can with the improvement of the church 
building; to establish social functions to 
bring the membership together; and to make 
contacts with the individuals of the 
membership in cases of sickness, birth, 
etc." 

The Newark Liberal Youth Fellowship for 
junior and senior high age groups also began 
to meet in late 1959. Their first meeting 
was for dinner and discussion of 0 The 
Morality of Quiz Shows" at the Olsons' home. 
Those attending decided to continue to meet 
on the second Sunday of each month, and at 
the next meeting elected John Jewell, 
president; Leslie Cashel, vice president and 
Max Baldwin, secretary. As the group had no 
treasury, no treasurer was chosen. 

Several dinner and dessert discussion 
groups were also meeting at this time at 
various members' homes on a regular basis. 

At another special Congregational 
Meeting held in March of 1960 a vote taken 
on the proposed merger of Unitarians and 
Universalists was passed by a 15 to 12 vote, 
with one abstention; the issue had been 
defeated by a vote the year before. 

At the next month's Annual Meeting 
Kenneth Lambert was elected chairman and at 
1961's Annual Meeting Richard Peterson was 
elected. 

In December of 1961 at a Steering 
Committee meeting the purchase of a 50-cup 
coffee urn was authorized, beginning the 
UUF.N tradition of the coffeepot at the heart 
of the fellowship. 
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In his chronology of these first years 
of UUFN, John Moomaw talks about the 
dedication of Steering Committee members. 
11 • •• Steering Committee meetings represent 
many hours of conscientious and dedicated 
discussion of the real problems facing our 
fellowship in particular and ••. liberal reli
gion in general." He describes uthe serious 
concern, the intellectual commitment, and 
the conscientious devotion . . • brought to the 
affairs of this fellowship" by Steering 
Committee members in addressing the 
recurring problems of 0 housing, religious 
education, social action, and public 
apathy." 

A lengthy discussion of the housing 
problem began at the Congregational Meeting 
of March 4, 1962 and continued in April when 
the Executive Committee was authorized to 
buy at least 2 1/2 acres of land for no more 
than $5,000. Two hundred dollars was put in 
the budget for professional architectural 
services. 

At the Annual Meeting held later in 
April, Richard Peterson was reelected 
chairman. John Moomaw noted that "the year 
had been a very active one of consolidation, 
of organization to cope with our growth and 
with the broadening of our programming." He 
noted that about one-half of the year's 
speakers had come from outside the 
fellowship. A financial summary from the 
end of August of 1962 shows $3885 budgeted 
for 1961-62 and $4235 budgeted for the 
following year, with the increase reflecting 
the necessity for renting additional space 
for the growing church school program. 
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During the fall of 1962 members of UUFN 
moved rapidly toward having a home of their 
own. The last item in the October 3, 1962 
Mustard Seed noted that uA fairly large 
piece of property has been discovered in 
Newark and fairly near the University on 
Willa Rd. which runs behind the West Park 
Place School from West Park Pl. Description: 

House and 1 1/2 acres land $18,000 
Additional adjacent acre of woodland $4500 

Several members of the Steering Committee 
plan to take a closer look." 

Several members of the committee did 
look at the property, which was owned by 
Harry Rawstrom, swimming coach at the 
University of Delaware. West Park School 
had just been built and West Park was paved, 
but, when asked, members of Newark City 
Council said that Willa Road would be paved 
"when we get around to it". 

The Willa Road Property 
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The property was discussed at an 
Executive Board meeting later that month and 
by the end of October arrangements were 
being made to buy the property; the 
Building Committee had met with an architect 
(although John Moomaw ended up serving as 
arc hi teet), and financing was being 
investigated. In November a plan of the 
proposed structure was approved and 
unanimous authorization to proceed was given 
to the Building Committee at continuations 
of the October 15 Congregational Meeting. 
The property was purchased on November 21 
and Arnold Goldsborough, the realtor 
handling the sale of the property, 
contributed his profit to the fellowship 
building fund as a contribution. In 
addition the lawyer, David Eastburn, charged 
the minimum fee for his services. 

On Monday, January 28th, 1963 a 
building permit was issued by the City of 
Newark and later in the week two footings 
were poured and concrete blocks laid. It 
was hoped that the building would be 
completed by the end of April. 

Services continued in the Sypherd Drive 
split level during the work, mostly by 
members, on the new building on Willa Road. 
John Moomaw wanted to get the new building 
finished and, one snowy Sunday morning, is 
said to have stormed into the Sypherd Drive 
house asking "Where is everybody? We need 
people to help build." The response: "We're 
holding services here, John." 
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A Home on Willa Road 

The first Annual Meeting to be held in 
the Willa Road building was on April 28, 
1963. The minutes of that meeting and the 
committee reports ran to twenty-seven pages 
and Wilmer Aist was elected president. On 
Sunday evening, June 2, the new building was 
officially dedicated. Outgoing president 
Richard Peterson gave the welcome; other 
participants included Mayor Carl s. Rankin 
of Newark, the Rev. Robert M. Doss from the 
Wilmington church, and Dr. Bruce Dearing, 
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at 
the University of Delaware. In a newspaper 
article about the new building Richard 
Peterson e~lained that nthe redwood 
building • • • constitutes one section of a 
planned arrow or V-shape structure. The 
arrow, pointing north, is symbolic, 
signifying that each person sets his own 
direction." 

In his Annual Report on 1963-1964, 
Wilmer Aist noted that ''It was hoped that 
this would be a quiet year, one of 
reflection. After your efforts of last 
spring it seemed appropriate that the 
fellowship take a sabbatical. It is 
obvious, though, that only through the 
active participation of many could the 
weekly functions of the fellowship be 
carried on." He goes on to thank committee 
chairmen for their nquiet assumption of 
their duties. " He also noted that efforts 
were still underway to nsquare off our 
holdings" by acquiring more than half an 
acre of additional land; the following year 

-17-



DEDICATION SERVICE 

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP of NEWARK, DELAWARE 

420 WILLA ROAD 

NEWARK. DELAWARE 

JUNE 2, 1963 
8:00 PM 
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that land was acquired, completing the 
objective of owning at least three acres. 

Sunday So_!1.09l 

Meet your teachers and 
Esther Burlingham 
Evelyn Stopps 
Florence Brown 
Eileen Aist 
Ann Cushman 
Peg Hart 
Betty Brown 
Betsy Lambert 
Thelma Young 
Mary Ann Maoinko 

staff: 
Superintendant 
Asst •. Superint. 
Junior High 
5th and 6th gra~ 
4th grade 
3rd grade 
2nd grade A 
2nd grade B 
1st grade 
up to Kindergart. 

(Hey, what ·happened to the men?) 

Sunday School 1963 

The February 1964 Mustard Seed 
reported that the fellowship had a balance 
that January of $2143.95 and the group's net 
worth was $31,000. The treasurer, Curt Dell, 
estimated that the organization would need 
approximately $500 a month to meet its 
budget. At the Annual Meeting Wilmer Aist 
was reelected and use of the property was 
discussed. It was decided to move the 
garage behind the house; later the garage 
was sold for $80 at a true ''garage sale". 
The problems of building a Sunday School 
building on the property were considered and 
was the main focus of the fellowship for the 
following two years. 
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The Garage Sale 

In April of 1965 a meeting was held 
with the architect, John Mullins. Six 
motions were passed committing the 
fellowship to construction, approving plans 
for a building and establishing a building 
fund committee. At this time all rooms in 
the #white house" were being used for 
classes, including the nursery in the 
basement, four rooms on the main floor and 
three upstairs. Average attendance was 63 
children. 

During the 1965 Annual Meeting, Earl 
Christensen was elected president, a number 
of changes to the by-laws were approved, and 
the larger of two proposed Sunday School 
buildings was approved. 
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OVer the rest of the year repeated, 
but unsuccessful, attempts were made to 
obtain financing for the proposed building. 
Finally, at the Annual Meeting in April of 
1966, members of the congregation voted to 
pay the architect $1,600 nin complete 
discharge of obligation", to abandon plans 
to build a Sunday School building on the 
property, to purchase a house in the nearby 
development of Devon, to return building 
fund pledges if the donors so desired, and 
to begin a new fund campaign. 

At the end of his history of the 
fellowship to 1966, John Moomaw quoted the 
remarks of one of the organization's past 
presidents: 

nw.hat of the future? The far out 
future is not readily predicted, as usual. 
Many of us have expressed the desire to 
remain a fellowship. In this way we have 
greater control over our Sunday services and 
we are more free to give sermons and 
experiment with service types. If this is 
important let us each do more participating 
in the program. This ability is a freedom; 
if not used, it atrophies." 
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UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP .QE~ __ DELAWARE 

CHURCH .YEAR BUDGET RECEIPTS SPENT 

55-56 675 

56-57 1985 1749 

57-58 1985 2114 1798 

58-59 2335 2492 2506 

59-60 2590 2532 2550 

60-61 2980 3231 2766 

61-62 3850 2939 2710 

62-63 4235 4477 4849 

63-64 5610 5555 4963 

64-65 8055 7548 7199 

65-66 6432 5643 
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Another New Building and New 
Leadership 

Louise Keeney and Peg Hoffmann began 
their history of the second decade of the 
fellowship by summarizing where the 
organization stood in 1966: 

"At the end of the first decade we are 
a fellowship with a fine meeting hall and a 
thriving Sunday School squeezed into a small 
white house which had been a part of the 
original prqperty and also occupying rented 
quarters in the West Park Place School and 
the Newark YWCA several blocks away. In the 
last installment of our history, the 
congregation had abandoned plans to build a 
building on the grounds and voted instead to 
buy a house in Devon adjacent to the 
property." 

Late in 1965 social action, which had 
been a controversial issue from the 
beginning of the fellowship, was addressed 
by a motion by conrad Trumbore and passed by 
the board. The motion required that "'the 
President set up a special ad hac committee 
to study the mechanism whereby the 
congregation of the Newark Fellowship would 
be enabled to take stands in matters of 
social responsibility and concern and that 
part of the function of the ad boa committee 
must be to discover a method in which the 
minority qpinions of the congregation wouid 
not only be counted but also be made 
available as a minority report in any 
resulting publicity." 
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During the spring, discussion groups 
were the scene of sometimes heated debate 
between the NPro-Actionn and ucontra-Action" 
factions. In May of 1966 the Social Action 
Committee sent out with the Mustard Seed a 
set of uinfor.mal operating rules" to govern 
future operations of the Social 
Responsibility Committee. It focused on 
education of the congregation, providing 
opportunities for the congregation to 
express concern in social responsibility 
areas, and consideration of UUA Resolutions, 
but did not address the issue of minority 
opinions. 

The Mustard Seed, which had first been 
published in 1957, became a twice-monthly 
publication in 1966. Later it went back to 
being published once a month, and then every 
two weeks before returning to the monthly 
schedule. 

A major activity for the women of the 
Fellowship during the mid-1960s was writing, 
printing and selling the booklet Around the 
Edge of the Wedge which had its first 
printing of 1500 copies in 1966 and two 
more printings not long after. Produced by 
the Women's Alliance, the booklet was edited 
by Vivian Davies and Florence Brown and 
illustrated by Mary Elizabeth Cashel. It 
sold for $1.25 and described interesting, 
but little-known, places to visit within 
sixty miles of Newark. The authors were 
interviewed on radio station WNRK and Sybil 
Severance prepared and gave a slide 
illustrated talk on uThe Wedgen at Farm and 
Home week at the University. 
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It was in 1967 that members of the 
Alliance, in response to requests from the 
president and various board members, wrote a 
formal purpose: HThe purpose of the Women's 
Alliance is to offer supporting services to 
the Fellowship. These include: 

1. Providing hospitality. 
2. Providing woman hours to operate 

the church office when necessary. 
3. Representing Fellowship in 

community service. 
4. Raising funds when needed to carry 

out the above program." 
They also requested, over dissent from a 
large minority, a voting member on the 
board. When the board required that the 
ladies turn over their treasury to the 
board, they voted to keep the money and give 
up the official vote! An anonymous female 
long-time member of the fellowship recalls 
those days by saying HFor the record, the 
women made the money and the men spent it." 

FELLOWSHIP OFFICE HOLDERS 1967-68 

Jim Stopps 
Bill Severance 
Jim Burlingham 
Mary Blough 
Vivian Davies 
Larry Klevans 
Eileen Aist 
Dick Libera 
Priscilla Dastmaalchian 
Lee Smucker 
Bernt Winkel 
Mary Blough 
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President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Corresponding Sec'y 
Program Chairman 
R.E. Chairman 
Property Chairman 
Public Relations 
Social Respon. Chm. 
S.R.Y. Chairman 
Pres.of women's All. 



The issue of the need for a religious 
education building became a primary focus of 
the fellowship again during 1968. Plans to 
purchase a house in Devon, approved at the 
April 1966 Congregational Meeting, were 
cancelled after many and varied problems, 
including concerns about the heating and 
plumbing systems. Once again the fellowship 
concentrated on planning and building a new 
building. In February a building committee 
was formed under the direction of Evelyn 
Stopps and ground was broken on December 9; 
the building was completed and dedicated a 
year later and the fellowship had acquired a 
mortgage of $49,000 at 7% for 15 years. 

A questionaire surveying the wishes of 
the congregation at the beginning of the 
project had indicated that there was much 
support for having members do part of the 
work, so during 1969 it was estimated that 
at least 5,236 volunteer hours were spent by 
the men and women of the fellowship as they 
put "sweat equity" into the construction of 
the RE Building. In the winter women 
stained beams and men dug trenches, and 
after the shell was up summer hours were 
spent installing plumbing and electricity, 
and spackling and painting walls. The 
mortgage was for $49,000, about $39,000 
toward the cost of putting up the shell and 
the rest toward the finishing of the 
building by fellowship members. The final 
cost was $56,000. 

A1 though there was a divisive 
difference of op~n~on among fellowship 
members concerning the need for a minister, 
the opportunity to share the cost of the 
services of a minister with the West Chester 
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Fellowship led to serious consideration of 
the future direction of the Newark group. 

The Rev. Robert Hemstreet 

In February of 1968 the Newark members 
of a joint Pulpit Committee were selected 
and on January 12, 1969 the Reverend Robert 
Hemstreet gave his first address as 
minister. On Sunday evening, May 25,1969, at 
the Wilmington church, he was formally 
installed as a half-time minister for both 
the Newark and the West Chester Fellowships. 
The Wilmington church also contributed to 
his salary, with their share being phased 
out over three years. He became the full
time minister for the Newark group in 1972, 
when the West Chester group terminated 
ministerial services. He continued through 
December of 1974, although his services were 
limited during his sabbatical leave. A 
ministerial relations committee served 
during this time as a liaison between the 
minister and the congregation. 
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DEDICATION 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BUILDING 

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP of NEWARK 

DECEMBER 14, 1969 

3:00p.m. 
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Following the dedication of the 
Religious Education building on December 14, 
1969, the fellowship suffered several years 
of serious financial strain. In addition to 
having to pay for cost overruns and the 
mortgage on the new building and the salary 
of the part-time minister, the organization 
lost several families who were opposed to 
the hiring of a minister. For example, John 
Moomaw is remembered as saying #Minister 
steps in, I step out" and he did leave. 

In spite of the financial difficulties 
during this time, Larry Klevans, who served 
as president during 1969 and 1970, declared 
in his annual President's Report: #Our 
Fellowship has made great progress in 
fourteen years. We have, with our own 
labors, built an outstanding physical plant. 
We have taught our children a religious 
philosophy based upon thinking and 
inquiring. We have had our own religious 
and secular thoughts and ideas expanded by 
challenging sermons and stimulating 
discussions. Unitarianism in Newark has 
made a contribution to the community through 
its people. In the years ahead this will be 
even more significant." 

In an anonymous history of the years 
following the ntumultuous experience in 
planning, building, and financing a new 
Religious Education building, the author 
spoke to future readers: "Greetings! I hope 
the fruits of our endeavors will enrich your 
lives as the shared goal of building not 
only a physical plant but a viable, 
sustaining Fellowship has done ours. we 
wish you well." 

-30-



During the Vietnam Era of 1970 through 
1972, two resolutions were adopted by the 
fellowship: one in support of Conscientious 
Objectors and the second opposing the 
Cambodian incursion. Programming also took 
on a more non-conventional for.mat, including 
encounter groups, yoga, protest music and 
talks on controversial matters, reflecting 
the unrest of the times. In December of 1973 
the fellowship voted 22-12-1 in support of 
the impeachment of President Richard Nixon. 
The Social Responsibility Committee was 
active at this time, presenting speakers on 
such topics as public financing of non
public schools, prison refor.m, black culture 
and racial discrimination in Delaware, 
abortion and the lettuce boycott. The 
Mustard Seed was used to present additional 
information on controversial subjects. 

On a lighter note, the "Men's 
Breakfast" tradition began at the same time, 
with the men of the fellowship cooking and 
serving breakfast on the last Sunday before 
summer vacation each year; the fellowship 
did not conduct services during the summer 
at that time. 
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Fred Blough reported for the property 
committee that they had replaced several 
windows in Fellowship Hall and patched holes 
in others. Woodpecker holes were filled 
with mothballs to keep out the squirrels and 
then the holes were covered with wood 
siding. He noted "We now have angry 
squirrels, homeless woodpeckers, and no more 
siding." 

In 19 71 Jean Trumbore was elected as 
the first woman president of the fellowship. 
Since she served, however, almost three 
quarters of the presidents have been women. 

During these years a number of 
activities which were started earlier 
continued successfully. Discussion groups 
met for dinner or dessert each month. The 
Women's Alliance held an annual Fall Fair 
with the help of most of the fellowship, and 
raised $450 to $650 each year for building 
equipment. Camping weekends, sometimes held 
in drenching rain, helped lasting 
friendships form, and work parties kept the 
buildings from deteriorating badly despite 
limited funds for repairs. 

In addition to its annual Fall Fair, 
the Women's Alliance raised money through 
the sale of pecans and by catering special 
events. In the 1972-73 Annual Report the 
Alliance reported that over the previous 
year it had funded all costs of printing the 
Mustard Seed and the church program, $500 
worth of kitchen equipment and coffee hour 
supplies, advertising in the Weekly Post and 
the Campus News, a partition in the church 
and tile and carpet for the Religious 
Education rooms. 
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Classes were planned by the RE teachers 
as a group in 1972 and a number of 
interesting programs resulted. The six- to 
eight-year-olds wrote and produced a play at 
Christmas; a family fun night was held; 
adults shared hobbies with RE classes; and 
the Liberal Religious Youth group had 
several successful field trips. 

In August of 1973 the big news in the 
Fellowship was the wedding of minister Bob 
Hemstreet to Karen Faulkner at the Cedar 
Lane Unitarian Church in Bethesda, Maryland, 
and a reception in their honor in September 
at the Newark Fellowship arranged by the 
Women's Alliance. In the spring of 1974 Bob 
resigned as Newark's minister, effective at 
the end of the year. He was on sabbatical 
leave from September through December. 

A Costume Ball and Valentine Dance 
raised money toward the Georgia Clower 
Memorial Fund to purchase a piano for Sunday 
services. As the decade of the 70s 
continued, more and more music was presented 
live by visiting musicians, especially young 
people from the University of Delaware. 

During this time there were a number of 
physical changes to the fellowship property 
including the spreading of gravel and 
surfacing of the parking area, and later its 
expansion. A partition wall was put into 
the church foyer to hide the storage area 
and a coat rack was put behind the 
partition, and the church office in the 
building called the "white house" was moved 
to the back of the building. 
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In 1974 the Women's Alliance published 
its second booklet, Down the Road Apiece, a 
collection of Florence Brown's essays, 
articles and news columns. Peg Hart spent 
most of a year gathering material, seeing 
printers and doing layout; and Helen 
Christensen typed the manuscript. 

During 1974 and 1975 Extended Families 
were formed and proved successful. In 
addition a new Fun and Frivolity, or non
discussion, group met about five winter 
evenings. In warmer weather picnics were 
held on members' farms and peaceful 
afternoons were spent watching -boats and 
children and planning summer activities at 
the Elk River. 

Keeney and Hoffmann's history of the 
second decade, dated 10/08/76, ends with the 
following comments: "Names of ardent 
workers in the church have not been 
mentioned, for where could we end? No 
history could list them all, including those 
who open up the buildings, who quietly make 
a repair, who stay late washing dishes, who 
write letters, who attend meetings on stormy 
nights instead of watching television from a 
cozy chair, who feed the speaker and their 
family. Consider yourselves thanked, and 
God, He or She, bless us every one!" 
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The Third Decade 

The second half of the 1970s was a 
"period of re-grouping, a rest from major 
change and the resulting stresses" according 
to Helen St. Clair. The fellowship was 
agai~ without professional ministerial 
serv~ces, so committees of members worked 
hard to take up the slack. 

In the 1974-75 Annual Report, President 
Luellen Smucker noted that "The Fellowship 
has in its recent history been walking a 
financial tight rope, and this year's pledge 
campaign does not show that 1975-76 will be 
much different. What gain we may have made 
in no longer paying a minister's salary has 
been cut drastically by the effects of 
inflation and recession on our members and 
friends. Nevertheless, without having large 
blocks of our budget committed to paid 
personnel we have the potential for more 
financial flexibility in the future." 

Sunday programs were supplied by 
members, community friends, University 
faculty, and area ministers. The Lay 
Ministry Committee helped members in need of 
comfort or more material things, provided 
food and flowers and visits, and developed 
programs to unite the congregation both 
socially and emotionally. 

During this time membership remained 
fairly constant, with about 100 persons and 
60 pledge units (families). The annual 
budgets ran from $18,000 to $22,000. The 
major expense item was the mortgage payment, 
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while the major revenue sources were pledges 
and rentals, which were 25% of income one 
year. 

Meanwhile, the Religious Education 
program was struggling with low enrollment -
at one point there were only 10 children 
enrolled - and not enough teachers. Two 
University of Delaware students were hired 
to supplement the teaching staff. 

Of major importance in the writing of 
this history was the by-law change proposed 
by the Long Range Planning Committee in 1975 
to add the position of Historian to the 
Committee section. Since then, Louise 
Keeney, Peg Hoffmann, Lee Smucker, and 
Warren and Vivian Davies have organized and 
kept the archives for the fellowship. Karen 
Barker also conducted a dozen oral 
interviews with long-time members of the 
congregation, which were transcribed by 
volunteers and add to the historical 
treasures of the fellowship. 

In the May 1976 Mustard Seed comes the 
first hint of a possible choir with a 
request from Chuck Putney for "persons 
interested in singing one anthem a month, 
during services." 

During the 1977-78 year the RE 
committee instituted "sharing services" 
which were scheduled to coincide with 
visits of a UU minister. These involved 
having the children attend part of the adult 
service about once a month and enabled them 
to learn something about what the adults did 
at their Sunday morning services. Another 
effort to promote intergenerational communi-
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cation in the fellowship was the initiation 
of an "opening circle" starting every Sunday 
morning's program and conducted by members 
of the RE Committee and other members of the 
fellowship. 

Program Report 

Number 
···-~ .,... 

· UU Mi:n:i;sters 13-. 
2 ·~ ,Other ministers, rabbis 

In House (including LRY, 
Art, Music; Poetry 

RE; .. CHristmas, Easter~ 9· 
5 
2 

"4 
2 
3 

UU ~Y, persons . ~,, 
ColleS' professors · 
J ournalis"ts · 

· ,Sefl)ia~ -serv!c.es, Cat~ ~1 •. 

Total 40 

A survey conducted by the Long Range 
Planning Committee at the 1978 State of the 
Fellowship meeting showed that most 
respondents felt positive about the 
fellowship and none wanted a full-time 
minister. 

During the late 1970s and on into the 
1980s a very active group was the 
Fortnighters. According to the Mustard 
Seed, "The Fortnighters is an activity 
formed for the purpose of furthering 
socialization among the adult members and 
friends of the Fellowship." A wide variety 
of speakers were featured and every talk was 
followed by discussion and a BYOB party. 
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The 25th anniversary of the fellowship 
was marked in 1980 by a birthday party and a 
newspaper article about the organization. 
Although the article said that the group did 
not take a stand on social issues, Hleaving 
individual members to follow their 
consciences", the congregation was 
sponsoring a Laotian boat family, the 
Dejvongsas, at this time. In addition to 
providing clothing, transportation and 
housing, members helped the family find 
community agencies and job training and 
tutored them in English. 

Also around 1980 the members of the 
Women's Alliance decided to turn most of 
their functions over to the fellowship as a 
whole: handling the church's housekeeping 
matters, running the fall fair, and 
catering, for example. In subsequent years 
the women of the fellowship continued to 
meet, but over lunch at a restaurant 
prepared by someone else. 

During the 1980-81 year the board was 
preoccupied by the maintenance and care of 
buildings, according to Jan Tovo in the 
president's Annual Report. Two of the 
buildings had been found in violation of 
city fire codes, leading to the installation 
of emergency and exit lights. Five large 
windows in Fellowship Hall and four small 
windows in the RE building had to be 
replaced because of vandalism. Insurance on 
all three buildings was updated, and two 
received interior repainting. The good news 
was that at last it appeared that there was 
a stable tenant situation in the uwhite 
house". In the summer of 1981 Larry Klevans 
led another building project as a new 
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storage area for the RE building was 
designed and constructed. Members wondered 
how they had ever managed without it and 
dubbed it uKlevans' Closet." 

Amount PledgE!d 

t>500 or more 
400 - 499 
300 - 399 
200 - 299 
100- 199 

30 - 99 

Total 
Average pledge 

12.~.~:-81 

2 
8 
1 

13 
14 
8 

52 
~240 

Lee Smucker, Chairperson 

5 
7 
8 

14 
13 
5 

52 
t275 

Helen St. Clair remembers that during 
her presidency in 1981-1982 the man who 
checked the trees every year reported that a 
large maple near Fahs Hall was rotten and 
threatened the roof. It would cost little to 
have it taken down while he was there, so 
she had to make a quick decision and 
couldn't allow for the usually prolonged UU 
debate. She approved the proposal but asked 
that a cross cut of the rotten core be 
placed in front of the stump, avoiding the 
wrath of those who might have opposed the 
destruction of the tree. It worked. 
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In April of 1980 Carl Neitzert, 
Membership Chairman, had proudly reported a 
membership of 109, up from 90 the previous 
year. However, during the early 1980s 
membership again declined. The average age 
of the congregation was in the mid-fifties 
and the RE program had also declined to an 
average attendance of six to ten children. 

These depressing figures led the 
fellowship to once again consider 
professional leadership. On March 13, 1983 
UUFN voted to consider hiring a minister and 
established a committee headed first by 
Barbara Hebner and then by Helen St. Clair 
uto explore the pros and cons of obtaining 
professional leadership." This committee 
conducted surveys and discussions to 
determine the long term needs and wishes of 
the congregation, as well as informing them 
about leadership options, including costs. 

The intensive work of the committee and 
the congregation led to two major decisions 
in March of 1984. The congregation passed a 
motion to hire a part-time Director of 
Religious Education and to request a 
11Minister on Loan 11 from the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. 

The first DRE, Muriel Williams from the 
First Unitarian Church in Wilmington, was 
hired the following September and on 
February 9, 1985, the congregation welcomed 
the Rev. David Maynard, loaned by the 
Nashville, Tennessee, Unitarians. Lee 
Smucker remembers uDavid's guidance, 
personal warmth, hard work and enthusiasm 
in carying out expected leadership duties as 
well as performing unexpected improvements 
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on our buildings and property, demonstrated 
the qualities that a minister could bring, 
and this was the turning point in our 
decision to apply for an Extension Minister 
with the UUA." 

The Rev. David Maynard 
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Several other significant events 
occurred around this time. In June of 1983 
the fellowship joined the Delaware Valley 
Area Council, several years after the 
Brandywine Area Council had disbanded. That 
same month the Annual Retreat, held for many 
years at Cara Cove in Maryland, was moved to 
the Bowers Conference Center in Elk Neck 
State Park. In September of 1983 a memorial 
service was held for the Rev. John 
MacKinnon, for.mer minister of the Wilmington 
church, who had encouraged Newark area 
members to for.m a new fellowship. Early 
services had often included tapes of John's 
Wilmington sermons. 

On September 30, 1984, the congregation 
voted to change the name of the fellowship 
from the Unitarian Fellowship of Newark to 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Newark, following the national merger of the 
two congregations. 
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Growth 

In her history of 1985 to 1995, Peg 
Hoffmann states that this decade uwas 
characterized by one word, growth. Growth 
in numbers, but more importantly, growth in 
vitality. The numbers are easy to present: 
membership grew from less than 100 to 250 
and the number of children enrolled in RE 
exploded from 10 to 175 and the number of 
buildings expanded by one. The vitality is 
harder to measure. This growth and vitality 
was a direct result of hiring Louise Robeck 
for our minister." 

She notes that the decade started 
during a relatively stagnant, but stable, 
period, when UUFN was contemplating hiring a 
minister. Ten years later the fellowship was 
filled with stress when Louise Robeck left 
and again the fellowship was contemplating 
hiring a minister. 

In February of 1985 the fellowship had 
a mortgage-burning party for the new RE 
building, Fahs Hall, and the Rev. David 
Maynard, a uMinister on Loann from the UUA, 
came for six weeks. 

Later that year UUFN applied to the UUA 
for an Extension Minister, and in January of 
1986 Louise Robeck was unanimously accepted 
by the fellowship. According to Peg "She 
brought great energy, and within the first 
four months had interacted with the 
committees, made pastoral visits, increased 
community visibility and become active in 
denominational affairs for the JPD (Joseph 
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Priestly District). She brought us a vision 
of what we could become." 

Louise Robeck 
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When Louise became Extension Minister 
she had not yet been ordained, wanting to 
have her first congregation perform that 
ceremony. A motion that nwe the members of 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Newark agree to ordain Louise Robeck as a 
Unitarian Universalist Ministern passed 
unanimously at the 1986 Annual Meeting and 
she was ordained on September 21, 1986 at 4 
p.m. She wore a robe made by Grace 
Zimmerman and Helen St. Clair from material 
Helen brought back from England. 

Under Louise's leadership membership 
increased dramatically, with many new 
members from young families with children. 
The growth stretched the capacity of RE 
space and more teachers were needed, as well 
as care-providers for babies and toddlers. 
The 0 White house" on the property was 
renovated to provide more space for 
classrooms. 

The exciting growth of the fellowship 
during this time made members aware of the 
need to merge new and old members in the 
running of the organization. During 1986-87 
the fellowship changed organizational 
structure and a Board and Committee Council 
were established. Committees continued to 
work on Sunday programs including music, 
membership and nearing" activities, 
property, Religious Education, and long
range planning. Louise Robeck also led a 
new Woman's Worship Circle in 1987. 

By 1988 membership was 173, and soon it 
topped 200 with 175 children registered in 
the Religious Education program. 
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Other activities at this time included 
the first directory of members with 
pictures. A Welcoming Congregation Task 
Force was headed by Judith Armstrong and an 
Extended Families program was begun to bring 
various age groups together. 

In October of 1989 the congregation 
established a Capital Campaign Committee to 
"investigate the feasibility (of) and if 
approved by the membership, (to) plan and 
execute a capital campaign to raise funds 
for a building expansion program." The main 
worship/meeting .space in the new building 
later became known as MacKinnon Hall, after 
the Rev. John MacKinnon from the Wilmington 
church who had helped establish the Newark 
Fellowship. The goal of the Capital 
Campaign was $234,000. Luellen Smucker 
chaired the Campaign Committee and Dave 
Rickard, from UUA, served as a consultant to 
help the committee learn how to raise money 
effectively. A Building Expansion Committee, 
first chaired by Dick Peterson and later 
cochaired by Gary Fuerer and Amy Niland 
worked on the building's design. Members of 
the fellowship tried to reach consensus on 
plans for the new building and the committee 
had to cut back plans to fit the money 
raised. 

Louise Robeck was called to be the 
fellowship's pennanent, full-time minister 
during the 1989-1990 year after a review 
process of the Extension Ministry experience 
by the District consultant, Sid Petennan. 
In 1990 the congregation was too large for 
one service and began to have two services 
each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11 a.m. with 
the REprogram at 9:00 a.m. and coffee hour 
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between the two services. Louise began 
preaching three Sundays each month instead 
of two. The Program Committee, no longer 
under pressure to recruit UU ministers for 
Sunday services, evolved into a Worship 
Committee, which worked with Louise to 
prepare services using the help of members 
of the fellowship. The Music Committee 
brought in students from the university 
music department and the annual Jazz Sunday 
with Mike Arenson and his group from the 
university became an annual attraction. 
This committee also ran the sound system and 
taped the Sunday services. 

The Board/Committee Council type of 
organization which was initiated during the 
1986-87 year, had been formally adopted. 
Lee Smucker and Jan Arenson had each served 
two consecutive one-year terms as president 
to assure continuity in 1983-85 and 1987-89, 
respectively. This continuity seemed 
essential, so starting with Janet Louise in 
1990 terms of all board members became two 
years. Members-at-large were also added to 
the board to encourage new members' 
participation. 

Two new programs to raise money for the 
fellowship began in 1990. The grocery 
certificate program began in April when 
$11,400 was invested in grocery certificates 
from four local grocery stores. The 
fellowship purchases the certificates at a 
5% discount and when they are sold for face 
value the fellowship makes a 5% profit. The 
second money-raiser was the annual Service 
Auction which was first held that May. 
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Janet Louise noted that during the 
1990-91 year the fellowship was very 
~~process oriented laboring over every 
detail, " especially in regard to plans for 
the new building. Increasing membership was 
also a priority, and Louise Robeck announced 
early in 1991 that membership had reached a 
new high of 217. In October of 1991 ground 
was broken for the new building and the 
fellowship legally incorporated so it could 
borrow money; there were found to be 
problems with the previous effort to 
incorporate in 1983. 

In spite of these forward-looking 
changes, 1991 was a stressful year for the 
fellowship. Sunday service attendance 
decreased and increased costs and many 
delays in the new building construction 
depressed the leadership. Nevertheless, the 
group hosted a new Kwanzaa Celebration, took 
over publication of the First Days Record, a 
monthly journal for UU ministers, and saw 
the minister appointed to the UUA Fellowship 
Committee. 

In 1992, in response to a planned rally 
in Newark by the Ku Klux Klan, Unity Day was 
organized and led by a group including 
Louise Robeck. The event made a twenty
minute segment on the Channel 12 news. That 
year Jude Henzy was hired as part-time DRE, 
taking over from Val Baddorf and Heather 
Fox, and Pat Loeffelholz became office 
manager, following Pat Field. A suggestion 
made by Louise in her Minister's Column in 
the Mustard Seed in March of 1992 was "to 
name all of our buildings and their major 
rooms." This has been done. 

-49-



On September 27, 1992 the new building 
was dedicated. Its cost was initially 
projected to be $300,000, but changes and 
additions led the congregation to approve a 
budget of $450,000 in June of 1991, and 
$40,000 more eight months later. Peg 
Hoffmann noted u So we find ourselves in the 
fall of 1992, about to dedicate our new 
building with faith in the future." A time 
capsule was to be buried at the foot of the 
front steps, in a square marked by a pebbled 
surface, although there is a question about 
whether this was ever actually done. 

Dedication of MacKinnon Hall 
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In October the fellowship showed off 
its new building by hosting the Joseph 
Priestly District annual conference, 
attended by more than 190 people from 43 
congregations. During the conference the 
uncarpeted MacKinnon Hall was very noisy; 
the Quilting Group came to the rescue by 
making ceiling hangings to absorb some of 
the noise, and a successful campaign to buy 
carpet was initiated. 

The new building, which was connected 
to the RE building by a breezeway, contained 
more office space, meeting rooms and a new 
kitchen. As the congregation enjoyed its 
new space and new staff, membership reached 
231 and average RE attendance neared 145 
from 90 families. 

Judy Henzy, new DRE, described the 
1992-93 year as one of growth for the RE 
program. Physical space grew with the 
addition of the new building and enrollment 
in the RE program grew to 160 children; 
growth was even the theme of the RE 
curriculum. The number of Lifespan Learning 
offerings also increased, and the number of 
books in the RE library grew as a portion of 
the RE budget was used to purchase books 
that supported the ideas raised in the 
Sunday School curriculum. 

Louise went on sabbatical from March to 
August of 1993 and the membership had an 
opportunity to test its new Board/Committee 
Council organizational structure. A 
Sabbatical Committee, headed by Helen St. 
Clair, was appointed and John Zimmerman 
served as Louise's contact during that time. 
In December the Quilting Ladies of the 
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MacKinnon Hall 



fellowship held their first annual Holiday 
Craft Show, featuring a variety of hand
crafted items for sale, with a major portion 
of the proceeds going to the UUF.N. 

In January of 1994, after Louise had 
returned, Don Stevenson joined UUFN as a 
Ministerial Intern, and the group studied 
ways to handle a larger congregation and to 
raise more money to cover the many financial 
committments. During this time the Mustard 
Seed, under Judith Annstrong's editorship, 
grew and a number of new columns were 
initiated, such as "Have you met ••• ?", 
information about new members, and the 
wonderfully named report about board 
meetings, "Splinters from the Board" by 
Steve Lyke. Also during 1994 the first 
Women's Spirituality Retreat was held and 
the Cookbook Committee of the Womens' 
Alliance published Potluck. 

Later that year Lee Schaller reported 
in the Mustard Seed "This is potentially the 
most exhilarating period in the Fellowship's 
history. Our expanded facilities are 
attractive and functional. We have a 
capable staff, great committee leadership, 
and a hard working (if hard-headed) board. 
And, we're taking a long look at our 
approach and committment to social action." 
Nevertheless, he noted some "unmet needs at 
home": adequate pay for staff, a fund for 
maintaining buildings and grounds, and 
services to attract and hold members. He 
noted that a significant increase in the 
level of giving would be necessary and 
stated that "Our challenge is to make the 
commitment needed to turn potential into 
reality." 
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However, 1995 turned out to be a very 
stressful year. Louise took a medical leave 
in January which continued through the 
spring; at the end of the church year in 
June she decided to resign. She actually 
left in October to become an Extension 
Minister in Idaho. 

On a more positive note, UUFN held its 
25th Annual Retreat in June of 1995 at Camp 
Saginaw in Oxford, Pennsylvania, with the 
theme ~~celebrating our Community" and the 
fellowship celebrated its 40th anniversary 
in October with an all-family brunch. At a 
September congregational meeting, the 
congregation elected a Ministerial Search 
Committee and authorized the board to seek 
an interim minister. 

A history of the period from the fall 
of 1985 to fall of 1995 noted nso the decade 
of growth under Louise's guidance has ended. 
We are a larger community, with a new 
building, an active and strong congregation 
of old and young families. We look forward 
to moving into a new era under the guidance 
of an Interim Minister." 
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Into the New Hillenium 

In September of 1996 Rev. Michael 
Bobblet came to the fellowship as a one-year 
Interim Minister and Rusty Vicario was hired 
as Office Administrator the same year. A 
gift to the fellowship from insurance 
purchased by Morris Matsen led to the 
establishment of an Endowment Fund and a 
Capital Endowment Committee by vote of the 
congregation at the 1996 Annual Meeting. 

A Ministerial Search Committee headed 
by Jan Arenson and including Gary Feurer, 
Gary Jackoway, Kip King, Karen Laughman, 
Steve Lyke, Amy Taylor and Helen St. Clair, 
was formed and worked diligently through 
1996 and 1997 to find a permanent minister. 
Gary Jackoway led the effort to survey the 
members of the fellowship to determine what 
they were looking for in a minister. 
Information was collected from the board and 
from a variety of committees, and 132 
members and friends completed survey forms. 
Summary data from this survey was combined 
with material about the fellowship, Newark, 
and the region to form a UUFN packet that 
was sent to potential candidates. The search 
committee reviewed more than twenty 
candidate resumes obtained from the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, and sent 
about a dozen UUFN packets to selected 
candidates. The search committee then 
interviewed eight candidates by phone, and 
brought three finalists to Newark for 
consideration. The Rev. Gregory N. Chute 
was offered and accepted the position of 
minister beginning in September of 1997. 
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The Rev. Gregory N. Chute 
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A year later the Rev. Harvey Manchester 
began as the new DRE. At that time the 
annual budget was $180,000 and membership 
was about 200 people. There were 70-100 
children participating in the RE program. 

In 1998, a Memorial Committee was 
reestablished under the leadership of Lee 
Smucker 1 after many years of inactivity. 
Two new memorial stones were added to the 
first one along a wood-chip path off the 
parking lot. A second bench and an arbor 
were also added. 

In January of 19 9 9 1 after much 
discussion, the fellowship purchased a grand 
piano from the University. The new piano, 
according to the Worship Committee, ngot our 
musical juices flowing" and more live music 
was part of Sunday services. Also in 1999, 
under the Board/Committee Council form of 
organization which had been initiated in 
1986-87, Committee Council Chairperson 
Maureen Tucker noted that there were 
eighteen standing committees and thirteen 
non-standing committees in the fellowship. 

The Labyrinth Project which had begun 
at UUFN in the spring of 1996 and was 
organized by Luellen Smucker, Harvey 
Manchester and Anita Wellner, ucame into its 
own" in 1998-99. The group had held its 
first annual New Year's Eve Alternative (to 
traditional New Year's Eve celebrations) on 
December 31, 1996 and twice a month a brief 
orientation was offered to first-time 
visitors and open walks were offered to 
members and the public. On January 1, 2000 
the Labyrinth Project Committee led about 70 
members of the fellowship and the community 
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The Rev. Harvey Manchester 
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as they planted a Millenium Tree, a Dawn 
Redwood, on the fellowship grounds. 

Also in 1998-99 Karen Laughman led the 
0 Adopt a Family" Project for the fellowship 
with the nadoption" of a family of eight 
children and the grandparents who were 
ra1.s1.ng them. Grocery certificates were 
contributed to the family and Christmas and 
birthday gifts. Money from the fellowship 
enabled the children to go on class trips 
and attend summer camp. According to Karen, 
nwe have made a difference for this family 
not only with financial resources but with a 
spirit of hope because a community of people 
care about them." 

The same year Bev Scibinico reported 
for the RE Committee that religious 
education was thriving at the UUFN, noting 
that Sunday morning attendence often reached 
75% of the 83 children enrolled. A year 
later Jan Arenson also reported a good year 
with no major problems, as the Board worked 
to develop a good working relationship with 
the minister, the DRE and the Committee 
Council • A task force was established to 
develop a Strategic Plan for the fellowship 
and a contract was written with the Jewish 
Community Center for the rental of Fahs 
Hall. 

1999 also saw the first Annual UUFN 
Thanksgiving Dinner at the fellowship. Each 
participant brought a contribution of food 
toward the shared feast and those who could 
stayed to enjoy games and conversation 
following the meal. 

-60-



Treasurer Paul Baumbach summed up the 
1998-99 church year under the headline .uzt 
Was a Wonderful Year" in the Mustard Seed. 
He stated, "Not only are we enjoying strong 
worship services, a dynamic religious 
education program, special support for 
Habitats for Humanity, the Red Cross in 
Oklahoma, and a local Jadoptive' family, but 
we have had a tremendous year financially." 
He continued, .uwe will be able to support a 
Minister's Discretionary FUnd, an overdue 
resealing of our parking lot, an audio 
system for the hearing impaired, signers for 
the deaf (a pilot program), a building safe, 
an increase to our roof repair fund, new 
furniture, and increased insurance 
coverage." 

Also during the 1990s, members of the 
fellowship supported the new Unitarian 
Universalist groups in southern Delaware and 
Mill Creek as they established their new 
churches. 

During the summer of 2000, members of 
the Jewish Community spent many hours 
upgrading the RE Building, now called Fahs 
Hall, with carpeting, new paint and flooring 
before their day care and preschool program 
began in September. 

For the fellowship the first of two 
major building problems occurred that fall, 
when Fahs Hall developed serious leaks in 
the roof which threatened the structural 
integrity of the building. A special fund 
drive raised more than $20,000 and the 
additional $5,000 came from, and almost 
depleted, the Restoration Fund. 
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The original building, Fellowship Hall, 
had also been deteriorating over the years 
and the congregation had to decide whether 
to take it down or refurbish it. The Long 
Range Planning Task Force determined that 
the congregation wanted to preserve the 
building and during the winter of 2002 into 
the spring of 2003 a group headed by Larry 
Klevans worked to renovate the building, 
especially the roof. Major repair work was 
also done by the property committee on the 
complex's sprinkler system, and electrical 
and plumbing systems. 

In the spring of 2003 the Worship 
Committee began preparing for the minister's 
sabbatical, which was scheduled for October 
of 2003 through January of 2004, by 
arranging for more guest speakers from 
neighboring UU congregations and more lay
led services from the congregation. During 
his sabbatical, Greg worked with Habitat for 
Humanity to build a house in South Africa, 
worked on his doctoral project at Lancaster 
Seminary, and did the required training to 
become a group leader to South Africa. 

In May the UUFN Welcoming Congregation 
Exploratory Task Force was charged with 
exploring the possibility of undergoing the 
Welcoming Congregation Process, which is a 
specific program developed by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association and involves 
education, dialogue, and consensus building. 
The following year at the State of the 
Fellowship meeting the membership approved 
the formation of a Welcoming Congregation 
Committee to proceed with the process. 
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During 2003 the Intermediate RE class 
had a social justice activity-based 
curriculum which led them to become a nRoots 
and Shoots" chapter of the Jane Goodall 
Institute. The highlight of their year was 
the opportunity to meet and sing for Jane 
Goodall when she visited the area. 

In 2004 the Coming of Age class took 
its spring tour to Boston, visiting historic 
sites, the UUA office and UU churches. They 
also visited Lexington and Concord, and 
Walden Pond, where they learned about 
Unitarian Henry David Thoreau and his views. 

Coming of Age group at Walden Pond 
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A major project for the summer of 2004 
was the paving and striping of the parking 
lot, funded by contributions and fund 
raisers. 

As 2005 began the annual pledge drive, 
called the Stewardship Campaign, aimed its 
focus on the 50th Anniversary of the 
fellowship. A kiosk was prepared by Luellen 
Smucker and Sandy Scott with a pictorial 
history of the fellowship. In early summer 
the committee announced that for the third 
year in a row more than $180,000 had been 
raised during the pledge drive. 
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On to the Future 

And so, for fifty years members of the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Newark 
have done all these things and more. 

New members came and sometimes left, 
but often stayed. Three times new buildings 
were discussed, planned, financed and built. 
The Religious Education program grew, then 
almost disappeared and grew again. After 
many debates over the need for professional 
leadership, the UUFN hired a part-time 
minister, then an Extension Minister, a 
full-time minister, an Interim Minister and 
then another full-time minister. 

Those of us who have been active during 
the early years have faith that we have 
built a strong enough foundation to ensure 
that the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Newark will continue to serve the 
community for at least another fifty years. 
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