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Message from Our Minister

May 2018

What is not to love about May? Holidays, and holydays, flowers and Fower 
Communion Sunday, Mother’s Day and Memorial Day connected in 
celebration and a desire for peace, all in one month! When I was a child, I 
attended annual May novenas honoring the Blessed Mother Mary, Queen 
of Heaven, and asked, in nine consecutive nights of ritual prayer, for her 
intercession to bring peace to our war-torn world. Now, as a mature adult, I 
still pray for peace, but understand that intercession will only come through 
our love for one another and for humanity – an unselfish love. Unselfish 
love is a love that serves others while it heals and transforms everyone it 
touches, including those of us who are doing the loving. Images of a divine, 
loving, compassionate mother abound in most cultures, heralding the way to 
peace. May we feel the presence of maternal love in all aspects of our life and 
compassionate prayers and service for peace.

Happy May
Rev Paula Maiorano
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Although Spring struggles to make its presence felt (seriously, 
we had to move the Plant Sale back by a week!), things are 
in full bloom activity-wise at the fellowship—just check the 
announcements page in the Order of Service.

Budget
As I write this, the Board just finished developing a draft of a 
budget for next year that balances. By the time you read this, you 
may already have cast a vote on it at our spring congregational 
meeting (the Annual Meeting). Sure enough, and as predicted, 
we did not have a surplus money problem, but instead had to 
make some difficult choices about our spending priorities. We 
had to downwardly revise our anticipated pledge income by about 
$20,000, and the budget that we present at the annual meeting 
also reflects this reality.

The Board does not believe that it can fully fund parking lot 
re-paving in a single year’s budget, and has tasked the Finance 
Committee to figure out how to finance this project with the seed 
money provided by the “capital expenditures” line item of the 
budget. (We hope that we can figure out the financing, and move 
forward with this project this calendar year.) 

During our April balance-the-budget exercise, no Board member 
came out and said this directly, but the net result of where we 
came out on the budget seems to be that we are putting our 
spending priorities into personnel: a half-time minister, a 
Religious Educator Coordinator, and recently adding property 
management responsibilities to our office administrator. We 
believe that our current pledge income is inadequate to sustain us 
over the long term. We believe that the solution to this problem 
is to grow our pledge income by growing our membership. We 
believe that increased ministerial presence and effort, and a paid 
RE staff member, will attract the new members that we very much 
need. We also need those additional members to help carry our 
extensive volunteer load. As a fellowship, we are very “hands on” 
and “do-it-yourself,” but without enough helping hands, this can 
lead to volunteer burnout.

Minister
As you heard her mention in her April 15 service, next year will 
be Rev. Paula’s last year with us; she is going to make a “firm” 
retirement. Your Board has already started thinking about “what 
comes next.” July 2019 may seem a long way away, but it is not 
too soon to be forming a new ministerial search/hiring task force 
as we did last year, and begin exploring our options. Rev. David 
Pyle, our primary UUA contact, was very helpful in this regard 
last year, but his impending military deployment will require 
a one-year leave-of-absence from his regional executive job 
beginning this July 1. The Dover congregation will also be looking 
to hire a new half-time minister 14 months from now. It has been 

suggested that, if we shared a minister, that person effectively 
could be employed full time, and the arrangement would be more 
attractive to ministerial candidates. There are many difficulties to 
overcome to bring something like this about, but we are going to 
look into it, while at the same time not limiting ourselves to only 
this one possibility. 

Leadership
Earlier this year, I was a little concerned because we had a large 
number of elected positions to fill for next year, and not many 
candidates stepping forward. But now things are really starting 
to gel, and kudos to the Leadership Development Committee. 
Candidates know that most of our elections take place at the 
spring congregational meeting, and perhaps they don’t begin to 
think earnestly about filling an elected position until we get closer 
to this meeting. The candidates that we will be nominating (and 
presumably electing) at the annual meeting will fill most of the 
slots. After the Annual Meeting, if LDC can identify candidates 
to fill remaining vacancies, we the Board can appoint them until 
they can be voted on at the next (Fall) congregational meeting.

I am very much looking forward to being the Past President next 
year. One of the responsibilities is in working with LDC. I recently 
found my treasure trove of UU leadership materials, most of 
which are in the form of four-minute essays on audio compact 
disc. I am willing to share. Our Central East Region of the UUA 
also has an amazing array of low-cost webinars on various aspects 
of leadership for UU congregations. I have now taken two of these 
courses, and found them helpful.

In fellowship,
Jeff 

President's Message

Spring Congregational Meeting
Sun, May 6, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

MacKinnon Hall 
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UUFN Sunday Services

May 6—Flower Communion Sunday
May flowers and the beauty of humanity’s diversity are celebrated in this most profound of Unitarian 

Universalist traditional rituals. Come celebrate, remember our heritage, and enjoy the joyful sounds of UUFN’s choir.

May 13—The Good News about Love
On this Mother’s Day, come to service and delve into the power of unselfish love to heal ourselves as we transform humanity, and at the 
same time, learn about the research that supports what many of us know through experience about unselfish love. Rev. Paula Maiorano

May 20—The Pipes Call and Raise the Spirit: Poetry as Part of Life Support
I will share insights drawn from over a decade of teaching poetry classes at Delaware's Cancer Support Community. There will be a 
chance to write. Presented by Maggie Rowe

"The pipes call and raise the spirit. They also quieten and open up the daydream part of people”--Seamus Heaney

May 27—Memorial Day

Spring has finally arrived and the school year is winding down. 
Our Chalice Children are preparing to move to the lower 
elementary class next year. Roots and Shoots are hoping to get 
outside more now that the good weather has arrived. They will 
be finishing up the cycle of the year with an environmental 
service project. COA had a great trip to Boston for their 
pilgrimage despite the weather. This month they are writing 
their personal credos and preparing for the service they will be 
presenting in June. The youth group will be working on Rain 
Barrels for Greenlight New Orleans. If you are interested in 
more information check this out https://vimeo.com/151548702

 June 10 will be the last day of Religious Education. We will be 
having a party for all the kids outside with bubbles, parachutes, 
and cooperative games during class. RE will also be partnering 
with Laura Anderson (the Fellowship Committee) to bring you 
an ALL Fellowship Picnic following the service. The COA and 
Youth group will be helping with set-up, clean-up and perhaps 
some grilling. Plan to join us!

 

Religious Education

The Share the Plate recipient for May will be No More Deaths. 
This organization's mission is to end death and suffering in the 
Mexico-U.S. borderlands through "civil initiative." No More 
Deaths supports and mobilizes volunteers to provide food, 
water, and medical aid to individuals crossing the Southern 
Arizona desert; offers humanitarian assistance to recently 
deported individuals at migrant aid stations in Mexico; 
offers help to recently deported migrants in claiming their 
belongings and funds in a form that they can use; documents 
and publicizes abuses by the Border Patrol and other agencies; 
offers free legal services and training to community members 
as advocates; and supports community organizing and 
sanctuary efforts in Tucson. Arizona UU's have been very 
active in creating and leading this organization. 

May Share the Plate: 
No More Deaths
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UPDATE: 2018/2019 Stewardship Campaign: Funding our Future
Thank you to everyone who pledged promptly during March. As of April 15, we have received $153,262 in pledges from 92 “pledge 
units” (people/families).

This is been a year of transitions. Thanks to our pledgers, we have a better understanding of our financial capabilities as we make 
budget decisions for next year. The Membership Committee will be contacting all members who did not pledge - to discuss if they still 
wish to stay members of our UUFN.

Thank you.
From your Stewardship Committee,
Carol Boncelet, Janet Arenson, Mary Bauernschmidt, Anne Green, Nancy Plummer, Glen Schmiesing, and Rev. Paula

Committee Updates and Announcements

 UUFN Social Justice Committee News
Social Justice is thriving at UUFN! 

The UUFN Social Justice Committee meets monthly on the 
second Sunday at 11:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to come learn 
about our projects and programs, get involved, and suggest new 
initiatives that you've been wanting to start.

Co-Chairs: Donna Shand and Anne Green

Contact: socialjustice@uufn.org

Continuing the theme of our worship service on April 15:

"The Call to the Promise and Practice of Our UU Faith,"
your donations to Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU)
will be gratefully received through Sunday, April 29.
Look for the special collection basket at Sunday services.
Please make checks out to UUFN with BLUU on the memo line.
Thank you for your generosity!
http://www.blacklivesuu.com/about-bluu/

"Transforming My Family," with Joan Rater
Thursday, May 3rd, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

MacKinnon Hall
"Transforming My Family" is TV writer Joan Rater’s frank and 
humorous talk about having a trans son and her family’s journey 
to understanding, acceptance and ultimately a kind of grace 
that made them all closer and stronger. Her goal in sharing her 
experience is to educate people on transgender identity as well 
as discuss her struggles for more transgender visibility on TV.

Sponsored by the UUFN Social Justice Committee and the 
UUFN Welcoming Congregation Committee. Dessert reception 
and Q&A. FREE and open to the public!

For more details and to order tickets: http://uufn.org/events/
transforming-my-family-with-joan-rater/

Candidates Forum
Saturday, May 19th, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

MacKinnon Hall
 Non-partisan forum for citizens to meet candidates for Delaware 
State Attorney General and Delaware State Auditor.
Sponsored by the UUFN Social Justice Committee
Delaware United, and ACLU-DE.
https://www.facebook.com/events/1676702875730106/

Save The Date!
Saturday, June 16th

Ethnic Cultural Heritage Celebration at UUFN
Food, performances, exhibits, vendors
Contact Guat-Lian Kreamer for more information
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RE Summer Program
It’s time to start thinking about summer again. Please contact the RE Committee if 
you are able to run a low-key program one Sunday this summer. It doesn’t have to 
be involved or time intensive. Yoga or tai chi, a nature walk, cooking, singing, and 
storytelling are all ideas. Attendance is usually light and the age range is 4-13. Thank you 
to Susan King who has already agreed to lead a June 17th Insect Safari! Please contact 
andrea4620@hotmail.com if you would like to take on a summer Sunday.

Summer 2018 – Healing through the Expressive Arts
The Outrageous Owls are planning a day-long retreat on a Sunday following service. 
Participants will engage in hands-on-workshops offered to celebrate the expressive arts 
as a path to emotional wellbeing. Contact Pat Field if you are interested in offering your 
talents. 

A Big Thank you
Thanks to Steve Bush, Nancy Erickson, Susan Gays, Michael Hoffman, and Glen 
Schmiesing for donating seven hours of their time to assemble and attach to the 
wall seven Ikea cabinets. Their hard work and the Endowment Grant that you 
voted on will help us gain some much needed storage.

It does take a village. Thank you for your time and talent!

UUFN Springtime Choir!
The Choir will sing May 6, which is 
flower communion, and hopefully June 
3, which is the coming of age worship 
service. 

We will rehearse from nine to 9:30 a.m. 
on the following dates in MacKinnon 
hall:

Please join us. The more the merrier!

May 6 - rehearse and sing in the service
May 20
May 27
June 3 -rehearse and sing in the service

Visit the uufn.org Events page 
to see a full list of upcoming 

public events. 

Events Visit the uufn.org Calendar 
to find out about committee 

meetings and recurring events.

The RE Kids are Having a Picnic and We Are ALL Invited!
Mark your calendars: 

JUNE 10, 11:30 a.m. (following Coffee Hour)
What a perfect way to finally enjoy the warm weather… AND celebrate the ending 
of the church year! RE (Religious Explorations) participants and the Fellowship 
Committee invite you all to be our guests for what we hope will become a tradition at 
UUFN.

What We’ll Bring: We’ll provide the grills and the main course (burgers, hot dogs, 
vegan options) plus beverages, condiments, and paper goods. The kids will cook, serve, 
help set up and clean up. (Yay Kids!)

What You’ll Bring: Sides and Desserts

Plant Sale 
May 20

9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Come support 
the Landscape 
Committee by 
buying plants 
contributed 
by UUFN 
members and 
friends. Sale 

hours are 9:00 to 10:00 and 11:00 to 
12:30 in the breezeway and playground.
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2018 UUFN Service Auction
Saturday May 5, 5:30-9:00

Bob & Michael's Broadway aUUdition Results

A mask you ask? Optional I find! Masks lend appeal of a 
mysterious kind. 

Doors open at 5:30 come early for beverages and snacks.
Silent Tables begin closing at 6:30

Live auction begins at 7:30
Free childcare, Costumes welcome

Box 5 is not available, but these items are: Dog Grooming, Flower Power, Consultation with the Happy Self-Publisher, Ukulele 
Lessons, Create a Ritual, Soupalicious Extravaganza, Royal Wedding Breakfast, Visit Camelot, Pumpkin Carving. Find the 
complete list at the Auction link on the UUFN website, www.uufn.org

Monthly Meetings
Recurring committee meetings and social gatherings are a great way to stay involved throughout 

the month. Some groups are more structured than others, so if you're new, please check the 
calendar or reach out to the organizer to confirm dates and times!

Wednesday Coffee Group ..........................Every Wednesday, Panera Bread on Main Street, 9:00–11:00 a.m.

Zen Meditation ...........................................Every Wednesday, 6:30–8:15 p.m.

Women's Spirituality ..................................2nd Tuesday, 7:00–8:30 p.m.

UUFN Board Meeting ...............................2nd Wednesday, 6:45–9:00 p.m.

Social Justice Committee Meeting ...........2nd Sunday, 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Ladies Lunch Bunch ...................................Usually 3rd Tuesday of the Month, time and location vary 

Communications Committee Meeting ....3rd Thursday, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Hope Dining Room ....................................4th Thursday, Kingswood United Methodist Church, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Friday Game Night .....................................4th Friday, 6:00–9:00 p.m.
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