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Minister’s Report to the Congregation

For my congregational reports I attempt to include pieces of  my ministry which the congregation may not
otherwise know.  I have a number of  things to report to the congregation, so I will be brief  for each.
Remember that all my congregational reports are on-line and you can always reference them there.

Two months ago I mentioned a plan to more personally connect with the congregation through having all
members over to our house.  We have had the honor of  hosting about forty of  you so far.  I look forward
to meeting each and every member as we continue these member meet-ups.

Through June,  the  Board,  Committee  on Shared Ministry  and I  are  working on my second fellowship
renewal.  This is the credential process the Unitarian Universalist Association has for ministers, and this is
the second of  three annual renewals we need to submit.

Also in the national Unitarian Universalist Association, I will be attending General Assembly in Portland,
OR in July with our Youth Group.  I will also be serving General Assembly as a chaplain.  As a team of  six
chaplains,  I  will  be available for the possible difficulties which may arise when thousands of  Unitarian
Universalists get together in the same place.

On a more local level, I have agreed to serve our Unitarian Universalist Ministers’ Association chapter as
vice president.   I will  be in charge of  programming for our monthly meetings.   I am hopeful that my
increased involvement at both the national and chapter level will only strengthen my ministry here at UUFN.

And very locally, I am very happy with the Chalice Circle program which we have been doing for just about
one year now.  Chalice Circles are small groups of  members and friends who come together regularly to
more deeply engage with out monthly ministry themes.  My Chalice Circle had a great time volunteering
yesterday at Habitat for Humanity, and I think I speak for all participants when I mention the connections
we have made and the support the group has been.  We will start new Chalice Circles in the fall, and we will
be sharing our ministry themes with hundreds of  other Unitarian Universalist congregations in the nation.

But acknowledging that there are many things which encompass ministry, I have a favor to ask of  you.  I try
very hard to take one day off  a week, and an additional day of  study and writing.  I ask for your assistance to
know that I am generally not available on Mondays or Thursdays, except in case of  emergency.  Ministry is
varied and I really enjoy this calling.  But that means sometimes it is hard for me to take time for myself  and
my family.  I appreciate your understanding my need for time and energy.

I conclude with a large change for the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of  Newark.  At the end of  June our
Director of  Religious Education, Rev. Harvey Manchester, will be retiring.  We will be recognizing Harvey
and our graduating high school seniors in our June 7th worship service - I hope you can make it!  And if  you
haven’t taken the time yet, please take a moment to let Harvey know what his ministry here at UUFN has
meant to you and your family.  He has been a steady force in the religious education of  our children and
youth for 17 years, and he will be dearly missed.  As Harvey moves forward into retirement, the UUFN
community also moves forward with our ministry - each of  us touched and forever changed by the other.
Thank you and many blessings to you Harvey!

In deep and abiding faith,


