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Minister’s Report to the Congregation

Although this is only my second congregational report, I will still say that it’s going to be a bit different.  I
am going to spend just a moment on past events and then a bit more on what is upcoming.

First off is the ministry that we have done together:

- We have a new mission: The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of  Newark is a community of  spiritual
seekers  inspired  to  promote  a  just  and  compassionate  world!   This  statement  is  both  guiding  and
challenging, and it is wonderful to see the fruition of our discernment.

- And last week we celebrated together our joint ministry with two installation services and a host of small
projects around UUFN.  Many out of town guests and friends attended, with people streaming on-line from
nearby and not-so-nearby, namely one person streaming live from Africa!  We are a community, spread out
over the world but still supporting and inspiring each other.  If  you would like to continue streaming our
services on-line, there are two items we need: 1. professional legal advice around copyright laws; 2. higher
end video equipment.  If  you can provide, or have contact with someone who can provide one of  these
pieces of assistance, please contact Alan C. (legal help) or John H. (hardware help).

- We have also started giving away half  of  our offering to area non-profits.  What a great way to live our
faith of  generosity and embody promoting a just and compassionate world!  This ministry will soon be
headed completely by the social justice committee.

- There’s so much more!  A new lifespan learning class starting later this month, an interfaith “theology on
tap” group meeting downtown Newark monthly...

But I need to move on to the future.  In early May my wife and I are expecting our first child.  So I will be
taking some parental leave.  I value transparency and trust, which I hope shows through the way I am open
with my intentions and plans.  In my ministerial agreement I am offered 6 weeks paid and 6 weeks unpaid
parental leave.  Starting at our child’s birth I will be taking 6 weeks paid leave along with 4 weeks study leave,
with a week for GA in the center.  What that means for you is starting in May I will be gone for 11 weeks.
During the first 6 weeks I will not be available at all, as I will be spending time with my new family.  Rev.
Kathie Davis Thomas, a retired minister in Wilmington, DE will be “on call” if  the need arises, for pastoral
care or memorial services.  She will preach a couple times here and her contact information will be readily
avaialable.  I encourage you to reach out if  the need arises.  For my study leave, I will be catching up on
church business, but only available for emergencies.  For all of  these 11 weeks the worship committee will
be filling Sunday morning spots with lay and clergy guest speakers.  If  you are interested in presenting a
service, please see Gary J. or Nancy E.

And then we will be back around late July, plus one!

I  would like to close  my report  with a  quote  from the late  Unitarian Universalist  minister  Gordon B.
McKeeman:

Ministry is a quality of  relationship between and among human beings that beckons forth
hidden possibilities; inviting people into deeper, more constant more reverent relationship
with  the  world  and  with  one  another;  carrying  forward  a  long  heritage  of  hope  and
liberation that has dignified and informed the human venture over many centuries; being
present with, to, and for others in their terrors and torments, in their grief, misery and pain;



knowing that those feelings are our feelings, too; celebrating the triumphs of  the human
spirit, the miracles of  birth and life, the wonders of  devotion and sacrifice; witnessing to
life-enhancing values; speaking truth to power; speaking for human dignity and equity, for
compassion and aspiration; believing in life in the presence of  death; struggling for human
responsibility  against  principalities  and  structures  that  ignore  humaneness  and  become
instruments of  death.  It is all these and much, much more than all of  them, present in the
wordless, the unspoken, the ineffable.  It is speaking and living the highest we know and
living with the knowledge that it is never as deep, or as wide or a high as we wish.  Whenever
there is a meeting that summons us to our better selves, wherever our lostness is found, our
fragments are united, our wounds begin healing, our spines stiffen and our muscles grow
strong for the task, there is ministry.

In faith,
Rev. Andrew L. Weber


